


TGS KS3 English Ethos

We want to give our students:

Time to READ

Motivation to READ

Joy in READING



What do we want from our 
young readers at TGS?

O We want them to love language, reading and 

writing and the adventures it can take them on

O We want them to be ready for the challenges 

which lie ahead

…………and you can help!and you can help!and you can help!and you can help!





The Value of Reading 

O Internal Word Bank development

O General Literacy skills

O Knowledge/Empathy/Compassion/Wider 

cultural awareness





What’s the problem?

O End of KS2 curriculum necessitates a 

narrowing away from personal responses to 

texts and books towards a mechanistic view 

of language. 

O We want to inform them about reading and 

its benefits and influences

O BUT that isn’t always easy on three hours a 

week! 







Why should I read tonight?

If you start now, If you start now, If you start now, If you start now, 

by the time you by the time you by the time you by the time you 

get to year 11 get to year 11 get to year 11 get to year 11 

you will have you will have you will have you will have 

read for the read for the read for the read for the 

equivalent of 60 equivalent of 60 equivalent of 60 equivalent of 60 

school daysschool daysschool daysschool days

This student will 

only have read 

for 12 school 

days

Who will have the better Who will have the better Who will have the better Who will have the better 

vocabulary? vocabulary? vocabulary? vocabulary? 

Who will do better at Who will do better at Who will do better at Who will do better at 

school?...and in life?school?...and in life?school?...and in life?school?...and in life?



What does the research tell 
us…

O In Year 6 pupils are reading at their 

chronological age. In Year 7 pupils are 

suddenly a year behind their chronological 

age, in Year 8 two years behind, and in 

Years 9-11 at least three years behind.



‘What are kids reading?’ report

O There is a marked downturn in difficulty of 
books at secondary transfer

O The difficulty even of highly motivating books 
declines in secondary school

O The difficulty of books (Year 7) averages 5.0 for 
both boys and girls, the same as last year, but 
still suggesting these pupils are reading at over 
a year below their chronological age.



What the research also tells 
us…

O Parents play a crucial role in supporting their 

children’s learning, and levels of parental 

engagement are consistently associated 

with children’s academic outcomes.

EEF



How to support your 
child at home



So what can you do?

O Read to them 

O Read with them 

O Talk to them about books, films,

O Make reading an interactive experience – have a 
competition – who can read this book  the quickest?

O Listen to audiobooks in the car, in the kitchen, in the 
bath and talk to them about them 

O Take them to the library and talk to them about the 
books they are drawn to. 

O Encourage them to read books which challenge them –
are they still reading ‘Wimpy Kid’? No wonder they find 
reading ‘boring’. Their lives and minds are changing 
rapidly at this point and so should their reading habits.



The power of reading aloud 
and talking about reading 

Katherine Paterson, author of Bridge to 
Terabithia, once said, "A book is a cooperative 
venture. The writer can write a story down, but 
the book will never be complete until a reader, 
of whatever age, takes that book and brings to 
it his own story." Developing into this kind of 
reader requires children to become conscious 
of the multiple comprehension strategies that 
allow them to deeply understand and engage 
with the material.



What should you talk with 
them about?

O Connecting books to children's own life 

experience

O Connecting the books children are reading 

to other literature they have read

O Connecting what children are reading to 

universal concepts



Techniques for reading with 
them

O Five finger rule
O Choose a book that you think you will enjoy.

O Read the second page.

O Hold up a finger for each word you are not sure of, or do 
not know.

O If there are five or more words you did not know, you 
should choose an easier book.

O Still think it may not be too difficult? Use the five finger rule 
on two more pages.

O Help them to work out the meanings of difficult words 
rather than telling them 
O What word might they replace it with?

O Which words are similar



Questions to ask when reading with your child

Can your child find evidence directly from the story to answer your questions?

The answer is right there in the text.The answer is right there in the text.The answer is right there in the text.The answer is right there in the text.

What did……… do? Who did……… do it to How many……… were/are 
there?

Who are………? Can you tell me what this word/bit means? What kind of 
……… is that?

Can your child think and search for the answer?

The answers are found in different parts of the story and they might have to apply prior The answers are found in different parts of the story and they might have to apply prior The answers are found in different parts of the story and they might have to apply prior The answers are found in different parts of the story and they might have to apply prior 
knowledge or personal experience to an answer.knowledge or personal experience to an answer.knowledge or personal experience to an answer.knowledge or personal experience to an answer.

How do you make/do……? What happened when……… did………?

What happened to………? What do you think might happen next OR what happened 
before?

How many times…? What examples can you find?

Where did this happen? Where was…… when this was happening?

Can your child answer questions without referring to the story?

The answer is not in the story, it is your child’s opinion and thoughts.The answer is not in the story, it is your child’s opinion and thoughts.The answer is not in the story, it is your child’s opinion and thoughts.The answer is not in the story, it is your child’s opinion and thoughts.

Have you ever… If you could… If you were going to…

In your opinion… Do you agree with………? Why?

Do you know anyone who………? How do you feel about……?



What about boys?

Studies find whilst there is 'strong evidence of 

male preference‘ for non-fiction books 

that 'boys did not understand non-fiction as 

well as fiction, and this is getting worse. ...... 

girls understood non-fiction better than 

boys. They also understood fiction better than 

boys'



What can we do to tackle the 
gender gap?

O Types of text chosen:

O Fiction is key, but search by topic to get them 

interested.

O Think of the genre they are most drawn to –

fantasy, thrillers, sport?

O Boys need reading role models – dads, 

teachers, grandparents, male friends –

encourage adult males in their life to model 

reading and talk to them about books.



A few books to get you started:

O Philip Pullman – His Dark Materials trilogy 
(Northern Lights), The Ruby in the Smoke

O Malorie Blackman – Pig Heart Boy, Noughts and 
Crosses series

O Patrick Ness – A Monster Calls, The Knife of 
Never Letting Go 

O Jamila Gavin – Coram Boy

O Mark Haddon – The Curious Incident of the Dog 
in the Nighttime

O Anne Fine – Goggle Eyes, Madame Doubtfire



Great websites to help

O Reading lists 

O http://www.readingrockets.org/books/books

bytheme

O https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/

O http://www.startwithabook.org



What are we doing in school?

O Quality first teaching

O Varied and engaging curriculum 

O Library lessons and DEAR time 

O Competitions and programs such as 

Carnegie

O Accelerated reader for year 7 



Adventures around the world

People and voice

Magic and mayhem: stories from our past

Social issues: an imperfect world

Mystery and macabre












