


Before we start: 

Please feel free to ask us questions in the Hall 
and speak with with your young person’s Form Tutor - 
they really are your son/daughter’s expert in school.



Welcome to our 
Year 10 Information Evening

Thursday 7th November 2024



Welcome to the Year 10 Information Evening

● Miss Claire Higginson - Year 10 Leader

● Mr Matt Gill- Deputy Headteacher [SLT link to Year 10]

● Mrs Catherine Bolger - Assistant Headteacher Personal Development

● Ms Tracy Bull - Pastoral Leader

● Mr James Leatherland- SENCO - Associate Assistant Head

● Year 10 Tutor Team



Miss Higginson Ms Bull

Mr Simpson - 10F1 Ms Holmes - 10F2 Mr Bellwood - 10O1 Mr Solk - 10O2 Mrs Brown - 10T1 Mr O’Neil - 10T1 Mrs Yewman - 10T2

Mrs Carson - 10C1 Mrs Pinder - 10C2 Mrs Mooney - 10C2 Mr Benoit - 10D1 Dr Hall - 10 D2
Mrs Butterworth 

10D2

Meet the Team:



Time Session Staff

5:30pm Meet and greet, tea and coffee - 
opportunity to liaise with your child's 
Form Tutor.

All Year 10 Tutors

6:00-6:15pm The Year 10 Journey Miss Higginson 
(Year 10 Leader)

6:15-6:30pm KS4 Curriculum and Assessment Mr Matt Gill 
(Deputy Headteacher)

6:30-6:45pm Personal Development at TGS for Year 
10 students

Mrs Catherine Bolger 
(Assistant Headteacher)

Plan for the evening:
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Ingredients for Success



What are the ingredients for a 
“successful” Year 10 and what 
characteristics would we see? 

What are the barriers we might see?

● trying their best
● good routines at home and in school
● organised and equipped
● persevere when things are hard
● self regulating
● actively seek help when they need it
● focussed during lessons
● generate revision plans
● learn from mistakes
● open minded 
● have high expectations of themselves
● use of active revision methods
● happiness
● taking part in extra-curricular activities and hobbies

● fear of failure
● finding it hard
● disorganisation
● friends
● unattainable goals
● lack of engagement
● procrastination
● phones and tech, social media etc
● giving up when things aren't easy
● passive revision methods
● prioritising the easy, not the difficult things
● no place to focus
● poor time management
● a need to ‘fit in’, appearance/attitude/views etc

(please note: these are not exhaustive lists - many more will apply to students)



What makes a great Year 10? 

Together 

Making the 
right start 

Looking 
ahead

Knowing 
where you 

are at

Develop habits 
of Good 

learning and 
revisionAccess 

Great 
Support

Be that Role 
model: 

Giving Back

Celebrating 
Success

Attend 
School 

Everyday

Behave 
Well



How Parents can support in Year 10 and beyond?
● Routines at home:

-SLEEP

-MOBILE PHONES

-Support with homework & revision. 

● Time to listen.
● Help them manage social media, expectations of friends and extracurricular 

commitments.
● Time for downtime.



How Students can help themselves in Year 10 and beyond?

● Be in school. 
● Make Year 10 count. 
● Get in a daily routine of study. 
● Try to have a quiet space to work, with no distractions. No TV. No 

phone. No XBox.
● Use the many staff and resources.
● Healthy lifestyle and good nutrition. 
● Sleep is key to effective learning 



Key dates:

Monday 11th November - Maths Assessment 1

Monday 10th February - Maths Assessment 2

Monday 28th April - Maths Assessment 3

Report 1 - January 

Report 2 - End of February

Year 10 PARENTS EVENING - Wednesday 12th &
                  Thursday 13th March

Report 4 - Second week in July

Other useful dates:

Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award Thursday 24th April
  Friday 27th June

English- Inspector Calls Trip - Tuesday 29th April

Geography Visit - Thursday 5th June

Whole School Celebration Evening - Tuesday 8th July

Year 10 Discovery Day - Wednesday 9th July

Year 10 French Trip - Monday 14th July to Friday 18th July





The Curriculum overview at Key Stage 4



GCSE specifications and structure of courses 

https://tgs.starmat.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Year-9-Options-booklet-2024.pdf

● Examinations
● Controlled 

Assessment 
● Practical elements 
● Moderation 

https://tgs.starmat.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Year-9-Options-booklet-2024.pdf


Overview of Reporting at KS4



Overview of Reporting at KS4



Overview of the Classroom routines across school: 
Behaviour for Learning and Rewards



Communication with parents 

● Form Tutor, Year Leader and Pastoral Leader - 
email/phone calls/meetings

● Subject teachers - email/phone calls/meetings
● Information Evenings
● Parents’ Evenings 



 Homework Learning at KS4 

● Workload increases with transition to KS4
● Homework is set in google classrooms with a link to class 

charts so your can review as Parents/Carers 
● Some subjects - Maths use specific curriculum tools - 

SPARX, Science educake
● Always optional extra - Curriculum Maps available on 

website



 Communication between School and Home: Classcharts 

● Behaviour
● Timetable
● Attendance
● Home Learning 
● Announcements



Personal Development @ TGS 







Think of something you’ve achieved, overcome 
or accomplished… 



FINDING THE VALUE…
“What is the importance, worth or usefulness of my 

GCSE’s”

“How do I value GCSE’s? 
What is the point of them to me?”



Reasons why I might value GCSE’s…
● They will help make my future aspirations a reality

● The right grades will help me get into Sixth Form, College or get an 

apprenticeship

● I realise that I will be ultimately entering a competitive job market - better 

results will give me better opportunities

● I want to make myself proud

● I want to make my teachers and the school proud

● I want to make my family/carers proud

● I don’t want to have to re-sit my GCSE’s 

● I want to perform to my potential - reach it and exceed it



Personal Development @ TGS 







Full-time education: 

College or Sixth Form

Apprenticeship

Work or volunteer for 20 

hours or more a week while in 

part-time education or 

training 

If your child fails to secure an 
approved Post 16 destination they will 
be classified as a ‘NEET’. 
(NEET stands for 'Not in Education, 
Employment or Training’). This can 
impact your access to child benefit for 
them. 
When your child leaves approved 
education or training, payments will 
stop at the end of February, 31 May, 
31 August or 30 November 
(whichever comes first).

https://www.gov.uk/child-benefit-16-19










http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deVucd-MBQU


  

You will be an influence on your child's choices.
It's important to aid the decision making process and not dictate it!

★ Study subjects that they enjoy and excel at.
★ Be realistic about course choice.
★ Explore academic, technical and vocational pathways.
★ Make decisions based on information and not influence.
★ Forward plan beyond the next stage.

To be knowledgeable about 
Post 16 qualifications and 
the opportunities they can 

lead to.  
Encourage your child to 

have a Plan B option.
What's your child's 

learning style?

Do they want to 

continue in full time 

education?

What subjects does your 

child excel in and enjoy at 

school? 

Are there new subjects or 

courses they can study?

be curious, be inquisitive, be open-minded
What’s your child's predicted grades? Are they being realistic with their course choices? 

Is there an apprenticeship route?Will your child be workplace ready after finishing Year 11?

What we ask 

of students…

What we ask of you to support your child…



We support every student with… 

● Applications
● Apprenticeship guidance  - Future Me Apprentice 
● Year 10 - Post 16/Career planning one to one 

discussion
● Dedicated Tutor time for supporting Post 16 

and introduction to Post 18 Pathways
● Further/Higher Education and Employer Talks
● Interview preparation
● Mentoring Support 
● Year 11 - Post 16 Guidance Drop-in every half term 

during Period 1

A similar programme continues for those students who join our Sixth Form 



➢ September 2024 - June  2026

Attend open events/career fairs and submit applications*

➢ September 2025 - August 2026  

Apprenticeship Apprenticeship recruitment period

➢ January - August 2026  

Attend Interviews and receipt of conditional offers

➢ May - June 2026  GCSE Exam period 

➢ August 2026

Receive GCSE results and confirm Post 16 Destination 

➢ No later than September 2026 - start Post 16 destination 

* Applications are submitted during Year 11. Early submission of applications is recommended prior to the published deadline.  Please check individual 
Post 16 provider’s website for details of their 2026 application deadline. Deadlines for applications vary between providers.

Key Dates for Post 16 Careers programme 



Personal Development @ TGS 
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Thank you for joining us
The slides and information shared this evening 

will be available on our website.


