


Aims of this Presentation

To give you information about:

The Statutory Courses that ALL students will follow next year
The Optional Courses which are available for you to make
your four choices

The Types of qualifications available

The support and guidance which has been, and will be

provided during this process



Planning for YOUR Future

Over the coming weeks, you should be actively doing the following:

e READ the options booklet you have been given

e Discuss your choices with your form tutor

e Seek out Careers advice, and go to meetings when invited

e Look at the website information about each course

e Pay attention to guidance in Personal Development lessons

e Listen to your teachers in each subject as they provide information in
lessons

Decision time — by FRIDAY 6th FEBRUARY



Statutory Courses
ALL students will study:

m English Language and English Literature
(2 GCSEs)

Mathematics (1 GCSE)

Science (up to 3 GCSEs)

Personal Development

Physical Education (can also be an option)



Now it is time to choose your other 4 subjects

4 options?



Decisions, Decisions...

You need to think carefully about:

new challenges and opportunities
previous success in each subject area

types of assessment in each course (read the
booklet!)

your future career options (but not too much!)
what you enjoy most!



Decisions, Decisions.......
Do NOT consider:

e what your friends are planning to do.

They may well NOT be in the same class as you, even if
you choose the same subjects. You might even have a new
friendship group when you start Year 10.

e which teachers you like this year

You are unlikely to get the same teacher as in Year 9.
circumstances can change. Your favourite teacher may
even get a new Job somewhere else!




What are the types of
course on offer?

Most courses here at TGS are
GCSEs which are graded 1 - 9.

(9 1s the top grade)



...but there are other equally
useful qualifications too....

e Cambridge Nationals
e [echnical Awards

e NCFE Certificates
e BTEC qualifications



It is just a different journey...

BTEC Grades GCSE equivalent

Distinction* (Level 2) s equivalent to a GCSE grade 8.5

Distinction (Level 2) isequivalentto a GCSE grade 7
Merit (Level 2) is equivalent to a GCSE grade 5.5
Pass (Level 2) is equivalent to a GCSE grade

Distinction (Level 1) is equivalent to a GCSE grade

Merit (Level 1) is equivalent to a GCSE grade

Pass (Level 1) is equivalent to a GCSE grade




Most GCSEs have exams at the
end of Year 11.

Many of the other courses have
‘modules’ or ‘units’ which add up
to a final grade. Some of these
will be taken in Year 10. They all
add up to the same thing.
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Ask yourself....

How does it suit how you like to learn?
exam-based, practical, coursework?

Consider your preferred mode of study
and assessment



In some subject areas
there 1s a choice between

GCSE and other types of
qualification:



For example, you might choose to study

Business Studies GCSE Business (Enterprise) BTEC
PE GCSE Sport Studies Cambridge National

Food Preparation Hospitality & Catering Level 2

staff within each subject area will guide you



What was the EBacc?

The EBacc or ‘English Baccalaureate’ is no longer a measure used
by the Department for Education. It was not a qualification in itself,
but represented the recognition of a ‘pass’ in:

English Language & Literature

Maths

Science (Physics, Biology, Chemistry and Computing)

A Modern Foreign Language

Geography or History

We have never made EBacc combination of options mandatory, so we
do not envisage significant changes to our current curriculum.



VWhat are the
subjects | can
choose?




Option 1
m Computer Science
m French Q p
m German S (4ya
céﬂ&fe at
m Geography
m History Lhece Cbjepy.



Other option choices

Art & Design : Art, Craft & Design

Art & Design : Photography

Business GCSE or Enterprise BTEC
Computer Science

Creative Media Production

Design & Technology : 3D Product Design
Design & Technology : Graphics

Drama

Economics

Electronics

Food Preparation & Nutrition or
Hospitality & Catering

French

Geography

German

Health & Social Care

History

Music

Physical Education or Sport Studies
Religion, Philosophy & Ethics



Will | definitely be
able to study all of
my choices?




NO...

We will do our very best to offer every
student the courses they select, but....

e Some combinations of subjects might not fit
into the timetable. If there is a ‘clash’, you

will need to select a different course.



or....

e |[f TOO FEW students opt for a subject, we
will not be able to offer this course.

This is why we ask you for a ‘reserve’ choice

on the options form



Remember...

e [hese subject choices do not shape
the rest of your life.
e Don't put pressure on yourself.

e Pick ones that you will enjoy.



Careers Guidance Tips to
help with subject choice




Research course content- make sure that you will enjoy
what you will be studying. Subjects will be more focussed
and in depth than your current study of them.

Research and ask teachers about their subject and read
up about the course. Is it a mandatory subject needed to
study Post 16 options? If you are considering studying
A-levels in the future then certain subjects may require
you to have previously studied the subject at GCSE. If this
is the case it would be advised to look at the sixth form
prospectus and check out specific GCSE entry
requirements for subjects of interest.



How do | make
my choices?
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Year 9 Options for KS4 2026-2028

Key Stage 4 Option choices 2026-2028

* Indicates required question

Next Clear form
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Year 9 Options for KS4 2026-2028

Your email address will be recorded when you submit this form

* Indicates required question

Your first name: *

Your answer

Your surname: *

Your answer
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Year 9 Options for KS4 2026-2028

Your email address will be recorded when you submit this form

Instructions

Please do NOT make your selection before you have reag the options booklet, and
have spoken with your parents, form tutor and eacher about the courses
you would like to study. You may return to aoe and change your
choices, but it will close on Friday 6th Febr

Link to Options booklet
Options booklet

Will | definitely be able to do my choices of subject?
No.... We will do our best to enable every student to study their selected options,
but we can NOT guarantee this. That is why we will ask you for a reserve subject
choice. If a course does not run because numbers are too low, or there is a clash
which means you can not do your first four choices, we will consider your reserve
choice.



Year 9 Options for KS4 2026-2028

Your email address will be recorded when you submit this form

* Indicates required question

Option ONE

Pick ONE subject from the list below.

Option 1*
(O French
(O German

() History

(O Geography

() Computer Science

Why have you selected this first option? *

y WHY for each

Your answer




Year 9 Options for KS4 2026-2028

Your email address will be recorded when you submit this form

* Indicates required question

Reserve option

This ‘Reserve’ choice will ONLY be considered if we are unable to offer you your first
choice options. Please think very carefully about what you select.

Reserve choice *

() French
(O German
() History

() Geography



Year 9 Options for KS4 2026-2028

Your email address will be recorded when you submit this form

* Indicates required question

Parental agreement

Before submitting this form, you must confirm that you have discussed and agreed
these choices with your parents. You must also get a signature in your planner to
confirm this, and show your form tutor og Year Leader.

Parental Agreement *

|:] Yes, | have discussed and agreed thes®options with my parents/carers

A copy of your responses will be emailed to m.dun

Back Submit Clear form



Key Dates:

Wed 28th / Thu 29th January
Parents’ Evening (subjects)

Friday 6th February
options form closes



Remember to.....

m Ask questions, talk to your parents and
teachers, discuss with your form tutor

m Complete your Options Form by 6th February at
the latest!

It is NOT ‘first come, first served’, but if your form is LATE you may
not get all of your choices!



Class of 2028

August February/ November 2027
POST 16 2028 GCSE 2028 Exam Series March Applications open September cummer
DESTINATIONS Results day May- June 2028 2028 for Post 16 and 2027 Start Term
Mocks (tbc) /) \Mocks (tbc) of Year 11 2027 -
Mock

Exams

September
2026 Start of

July 2025

July 2025 Water s September January 2926 February 2026 Year ?
Year 8 Year 8 Enrichment Week ' ports 2025 Start of || CCSE Option Reports 1 and Deadline for Year 10
Information Jrip Year 9 Evening GCSE Option Choices
Evening

—_—
Easter 2026 -
Year 9 Ski Trip

June 2024 September 2023

February/March September 2024 - Vear 7 Easter Year 7 Induction
2025 Year 8 Start of Year 8 ear 2024 Silent Day
Reports 1 Reports 2

Disco

February 2025 Tadcaster
Legally Blonde Enrichment Week 2024 - Year 7 February 2024
Junior Residential - Bushcraft High School Musical Junior

Year 7 Reports 1
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Stress Continuum

Ability to Function

peak performance,
"on top of your game”

slightly understimulated, may
feel a little unfocused but
generally functional;
"mellow"

stress is starting to build up;

be mentally or emotionally
preoccupied/unavailable

- panic/anxiety

- anger frustration

- burnout

- depression/apathy

.

Too Much Stress

- boredom
- difficulty focusing
- depression/apathy

Too Little Stress
Optimal Stress Level

Current Amount of Stress

may feel tense, "'on edge"’, may




School links

Year team
and whole
: school
staff support

adcaster
Grammar School

Ji i WELLBEING‘

o IN MIND TEAM

Mental Health Support in Schools

‘ ;B!‘
Q/\)
Mind Matters







