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Welcome to our 
Year 11 Information Evening

Wednesday 21st January 2026



Welcome to the Year 11 Information Evening

● Miss Claire Higginson - Year 11 Leader

● Mr Andy Sykes- Senior Assistant Headteacher [SLT link to Year 11]

● Ms Tracy Bull - Year 11 Pastoral Leader

● Mr Rob Power- Curriculum Team Leader Mathematics

● Mrs Jude Kaye- Associative Assistant Headteacher 
● Mrs Charlotte Carson- Curriculum Team Leader English (and year 11 form tutor)

● Mr Phil Gomersal- Curriculum Team Leader Science
● Ms Katie Holmes- KS4&5 Lead for Chemistry (Year 11 form tutor)

● Helen Lawson- CEIAG, Business and Community Links Manager 



Time Session Staff

5:30pm Meet and greet, tea and coffee - 
opportunity to liaise with staff and parents, and 
gather resources. 

All. 

5:40pm Key information and the Year 11 Revision 
Programme. 

Miss Higginson

5:50pm Essential Study Habits. Mr Sykes 

6:00pm- 7pm Core Carousel-  ‘How to support my child 
with core revision’.

Mr Power & Mrs Stubbs 
(Maths) Mrs  Kay (English) Mr 
Gomersal (Science). 

7:05pm-7:15pm. Closing remarks. Miss Higginson

Plan for the evening:



Miss Claire Higginson- Year 11 Leader 



Class of 2026!



Key dates:
Year 11 Mocks ( wk 1 of 2 ) Monday, 9 February 2026

Year 11 Mocks (wk 2 of 2) Monday, 23 February 2026

 Year 11 Report March 2026 - Final report before 

GCSE/KS4  exams begin.

 (Easter Holidays- 28th March- 12th April) 

 GCSE Exams start- Wednesday, 5th May 2026

 Year 11 Last Day Celebrations TBC. 

 (Half term 22nd May- 1st June)

  Year 11 Prom- Monday, 29 June 2026- Evening 

5:30pm-11pm
 



Day- Subject- Venue and time- 

Monday Science        (Invitation only) Science 

3:15pm-4:15pm

Tuesday Maths         (open to all)

Past Papers Society 

ILC 

3:15pm-4pm

Wednesday ‘Work Out Wednesday’ 

Self study and subject specialists. 

ILC 

3:15pm-4pm

Thursday English 📚 (invitation only)
English Revision Club (starting after half 
term)

DT Workshop 

Toulston 3.30pm-4.20pm
ILC 3:15pm-4pm

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MmZR8R09x2bvqC3WyIDXry_v-Ql-QL36/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115420615499733507858&rtpof=true&sd=true




Year 11 Lunchtime Revision Schedule 2026



One Stop Shop







    12 school weeks! 

    15 weeks! 



      Mr Andy Sykes - Senior Assistant Headteacher 



A Parental Perspective

“During GCSEs, parents 
discover they remember 
absolutely nothing… and 
teenagers discover this very 
quickly.”



Clear the Clutter
● A space to revise 

without distractions

● Organise subjects

● Phone out of reach and 
out of sight/sound



Establish a Routine
● 4pm - 10pm = 6 hours

A minimum of 3 x 40 minute sessions; 
break each one into 2 x 20mins.

● Something in the pot for all 
subjects but do prioritise

● Build in breaks and 
rewards



Breaks and Rewards
● Create a healthy snack jar (or 

not).

● Don’t stop them doing the 
things they love.  Make sure 
you have some fun.

● Use the phone as the reward.



Interested and Available
● Sit down together to create a 

revision timetable.  Put times on 
it. Stick to it

● Ask about what they have learnt; 
revise with your young person; 
test them on their flashcards or 
quizzes.

● Taxi!!!



What tasks work?
● Doing tasks; tangible 

outcome. Practice 
questions.

● Little and often.

● Use the advice from 
each subject team.



Some nuggets
● We had Macbeth quotes 

stuck on the fridge from 
January to June.

● Who doesn’t love nice 
stationary?

- Wipe board and pen
- Highlighters
- Blank flashcards
- Folders/Box Files
- An immense stationary stash

● Have a dedicated storage 
box or large reusable bag

● House sessions or sleepovers with 
supportive friends



Be Kind
● “Book in” some fun activities, 

something to look forward to.

● Not panicking yourselves or 
showing your stress about their 
exams.

● Avoid comparison or being the 
competitive parent

Remember, an exam is 
just an exam, life is bigger 

than an exam.

Assure them that no 
matter what their results, 

you still love them and 
believe in them.



A Parental Perspective

“GCSE revision is mostly about 
learning when to talk, when to 
feed them, and when to quietly 

leave the room.”



Core Carousel 



Core Carousel 

A

MATHS (Sixth Form)          ENGLISH (Toulston)          SCIENCE  (Main Hall)

B

 ENGLISH (Toulston)             SCIENCE  (Main Hall)            MATHS (Sixth Form)

C

SCIENCE (Main Hall)                                            MATHS (Sixth Form)                                           ENGLISH (Toulston) 



SCIENCE



All students have a feedback sheet 
from their mock exams.  

Focus on revising content related to 
the red and amber questions.

            Red Question

           Amber Question

Top tips from SCIENCE



Use Knowledge Organisers
Use the Knowledge organisers on the One Stop Shop



Use past exam questions

● Available on the “One Stop Shop” in files with only 1 or 2 topics per file, no need to 
download whole exam papers.

● Have a go at a few questions

● Use the Knowledge organisers, the class textbook (On Kerboodle) or a revision guide to help 
you

   
● Mark the questions using the mark scheme and add corrections

● See your teacher for help with any questions or content that you still do not understand



Required practicals

● Resources available on the “One Stop Shop”

● 8-10 required practicals for each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics and we know 
some of these WILL BE EXAMINED.

● Make sure above all you know the METHOD for each practical

● There are videos, method sequencing tasks and a scaffolded structure type 
template (see next slide) available





MATHS



A cross-over, grade 5, 5 mark, mixed topic question



Every student has received 3 traffic lighted reviews of their previous mock.  

This is their best personalised revision list

Everything orange 

they got partly right - 

these are where they 

can pick up more 

marks easily. 

Revise these first

Top Tips from Maths

Everything green they got completely right 

Everything red they got completely wrong.  Start with the ones earlier in the paper 



Every student has received 3 traffic lighted reviews of their previous mock

This is their best personalised revision list

Each topic has the Sparx Independent Learning Code 
next to it - if every student spent 

15-30 mins on each one of these they would make an massive improvement



For more general revision
Little and often is the best way to do Maths revision -  there is a fantastic online resource from Corbett Maths called 

5-a-days - there are 5 questions for EVERY day of the year (with answers) - https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/

https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/


The revision list for the Summer exams
This will be 

distributed after the 

second mock exams, 

packed with support 

videos and practice 

questions.



For the upcoming mock and beyond…

Every student was emailed the revision list for the next mock - it would be a 

good idea to cross reference this to their traffic lighted sheets to help focus 

their revision.

After this mock they will get the same detailed analysis and then a revision 

list for all the GCSE topics with useful links to revision resources



Home learning

Aside from independent preparation there will still be an expectation for 

ongoing weekly homework to be completed.

This will take the form of Sparx homework and/or Past Paper related 



The answer to the question at the start is…

  …28



ENGLISH



Supporting your child in English as we 
head towards the final examinations.

MRS JUDE KAY,  KEY STAGE 4 LEADER



What are students preparing for?

● Two separate GCSEs in English Language and English 
Literature – both AQA

● Challenges: managing the number of texts; remembering 
the demands and criteria for each paper/question; coping 
with time management in the exams.



GCSE English Language

Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and perspectives

● 1 hour and 45 minutes (2 hours 11 mins with 25% extra 
time)

● Section A: Reading

2 non-fiction extracts (one19th Century and one more 
modern)

4 questions assessing how they can unpick meanings, 
compare, analyse language and summarise; timings are 
essential here!

● Section B: Writing to Argue, Persuade and Advise - a 
specific form and topic will be given. As with Paper 1, 
this question is worth 25% of the overall Language GCSE 
grade!

● 1 hour and 45 minutes (2 hours 11 mins with 25% 
extra time)

● Section A: Reading

1 extract from a novel

4 questions assessing how they can unpick meanings, 
analyse language and structure; timings are essentia 
here! 

● Section B: Writing to Describe/Narrate: a picture 
stimulus is provided. This one question is worth 25% 
of the overall Language exam!



GCSE English Literature

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry

● 2 hours and 15 minutes (2 hours 48 mins with 25% 
extra time)

● Section A: An Inspector Calls

Choice of 2 questions

● Section B: Poetry Comparison

One compulsory question comparing two poems from 
the anthology – one will be printed and they choose 
the second.

● Section C: Unseen Poetry

One essay response to an unseen poem

A second short question comparing two unseen 
poems

● 1 hour and 30 minutes (2 hours 11 mins with 
25% extra time)

● Section A: Shakespeare: Macbeth

1 extract from the play with a two part question on 
the extract and then linking to the wider play

● Section B: Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

1 extract from the novel with a two part question on 
the extract and then linking to the wider novel



So as you can see there is a lot of content for all 
4 exams that needs to be revised!

Students need to revise:
● The marks, minutes and skills needed to answer each question on both Language 

papers.
● The basic plot and characters for Macbeth, Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde and An Inspector 

Calls.

● The basic ‘story’ of each Power & Conflict poem and which poems link together.

● Key quotes, relevant contexts, themes and the writers’ intentions for each text 
and poem.



What should revision centre around?

● Reading
● Revising
● Practising

Mythbusting:
‘You can’t revise for 

English’



Reading

● Students need to know their set texts inside out: plot, characters, 
themes and ideas, relevant context and why the author wrote the 
text.

● They need to re-read their set texts: An Inspector Calls, Dr Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde, Poetry – Power and Conflict, Macbeth

● They need to read supporting material – revision guides, online 
revision

● Read other fiction and particularly non-fiction for GCSE English 
Language – newspaper articles (online is fine), diaries, blogs, travel 
writing, speeches



Revising

The common line is that you can’t revise for English – not true!

● Learn key quotes and explode them

● Revision Guides: individual ones available for all key texts but there is 
also plenty of free material online: Seneca learning, BBC Bitesize, 
YouTube – Mr Bruff, Mr Salles (for students aiming for grade 7+)

● Spider-diagrams/mindmaps for themes, settings, characters, events, 
context, intentions

● Key quote flashcards (making them isn’t the revision; using them is!)

● Review targets given on previous assessments and mocks and act on 
them.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1R0mZC45Fbx1SijmrmDtMh5uWtGbO2uh0J69ygPgKB_Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gAfaDOer2vE8NWvJnSQxL0gzRRFJ76VJjwJZCkbZq3Y/edit?usp=sharing


Practising

● Use the CGP GCSE English Language Course Booklets (if bought) 

to practise responding to exam questions; do some in timed 

conditions.

● Use links shared by English teacher to full practice papers and 

‘mini-mocks’

● Explode key quotes

● Plan responses to exam questions for Literature texts in timed 

conditions c. 5 minutes and for Language Q4s and 5s

● Complete timed essays on exam texts

https://www.amazon.co.uk/English-Language-Course-Booklets-exams/dp/1837742413/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2V9BBFTSL6RIN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.WTgfxqiAdKxyCbdXNPWAwm6bWbyf6Bsvsz6gt8zC3DLGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.LGjV78rurFvt7cfZNLW60q61ZYfTi3Xyq5zXcRVbGiM&dib_tag=se&keywords=cgp+english+language+course+booklets+2026&qid=1768845835&sprefix=cgp+english+language+course+booklets+2026%2Caps%2C102&sr=8-1


Revision Traps – when students convince themselves they are 
revising but the impact is low

● Constantly re-reading the texts but not learning any key quotes.

● Writing lots of practice essays but not taking into account the targets 
they’ve been set to work on.

● Going back over things they feel comfortable with rather than focusing on 
the areas they are concerned about - to prevent this students will be 
provided with a RAG sheet so they can colour code the key areas of each 
exam and prioritise what to work on.

● Sitting at a desk for hours but spending half that time on their device (and 
not for revision purposes).

● Not talking to their teacher if, after revision, they have major concerns 
about topics.



Homework Schedule
● 5 Week Push - Weekly revision homework workbook (all students have a 

paper copy and access to a digital copy) – planning and writing tasks to 
help put other revision e.g. quote flashcards, mind maps into practice.

● Each week’s revision work will be set on their Google Classroom and 
Classcharts; the tasks are completed in the workbook so it can all be kept 
together and used for later revision as well.

● As this is revision and students should be using previous targets and work 
to support this, their teacher will check the work has been completed and 
to an appropriate standard but may only give verbal feedback.

● A further schedule will be shared with students (and parents) after the 
mocks in the run up to the final exams.

● After school revision club will start running again after the mock exams on 
Thursdays.

The revision 
homework should 
run alongside 
other English 
revision the 
students feel they 
need e.g. revising 
key quotations.



How can you help?

● Help create a revision timetable which includes short, active sessions, interleaving different 
subjects and plans in time to revise a text/topic and then put that revision into practice e.g. 
revising quotes for the theme of ambition in Macbeth and then planning and writing an 
answer.

● Help your child choose the best strategies to use for their revision - see booklet.
● Take their phone off them! They can have it back for their 10 minute break!
● Feed and water them!
● Quiz them on their killer quotes, the timings and questions of the language exams even if 

you don’t have a clue what they are saying.
● If they say they don’t know what they are doing, remind them they can go back to the 

lessons that have been taught via their Google Classroom and review them. They also have 
marked exams, assessments and practice questions with targets that will also help them 
focus on what they need to be doing.

● Time them if they are doing a practice question.
● If you are not sure what kind of questions to ask, take a look at some of the suggestions 

here.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wSM5_COYGeeShSKyp2mGa4GPsZDjreB4-e_9OEfOXWY/edit?tab=t.0


If you need further guidance…

● Contact your child’s English teacher, Mrs Kay (KS4 
English Leader) or Miss Carson (Curriculum Team 
Leader):

● j.kay@tgs.starmat.uk

● c.carson@tgs.starmat.uk

mailto:jade.hodgson@tgs.starmat.uk
mailto:c.carson@tgs.starmat.uk


https://docs.google.com/file/d/1VBhOCZAd2C0zvjCmZgTYkYsKvVUy_U44/preview

